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Dear Families, 

We are thrilled that your child’s school has chosen to do a Read-A-Thon fundraiser for School on Wheels of Massachusetts. School on Wheels is a non-profit organization that provides academic stability for children impacted by homelessness so they can create a brighter future through their education. We work closely with children and families living in shelters, hotels and transitional apartments to provide the educational support the children need to prevent them from falling through the cracks.

The heartbeat of our program is the one-on-one tutoring we provide with community volunteers to not only support children without a home in completing school assignments and teach important skills, but also serve as positive adult role models who are invested in these students’ education. Our tutors and staff help the children build their self-confidence to allow them to achieve success in the classroom and in life. We give students the same tools they need for success as their peers such as backpacks, school supplies, books and learning materials that they may have otherwise gone without. We also assist families with more complicated issues such as school advocacy, parent-school communications and school transitions. School on Wheels offers services based on each child’s unique needs to be sure that homelessness does not get in the way of their education. Our staff stays in touch with families as they move to permanent housing to be sure the child continues to reach their full academic potential. 

Funds raised through this Read-A-Thon will go towards providing backpacks, school supplies and learning materials for children experiencing homelessness at our 9 program sites in Brockton, Stoughton, Middleboro and Peabody as well as other children in need. During the 2008-2009 school year we distributed 450 backpacks and we predict that more will be needed during the 2009-2010 school year due to the increase in homelessness. 
Enclosed you will find a Pledge Sheet and Reader’s Record for your child to keep track of pledges and minutes read during the Read-A-Thon. They will be asking friends and family members to pledge an amount of money per minute they read to support School on Wheels. We are grateful for the support of the community as we provide consistency for children experiencing homelessness and help them gain the confidence that is the power to change their future. 

Sincerely,

Hilary Sigismondi

Education Coordinator

Hilary@sowma.org
508-587-9091




 
Read-A-Thon Pledge Sheet: Ask family members and friends to support you in raising money for School on Wheels. Money raised will go towards purchasing backpacks, school supplies, books and learning materials for children experiencing homelessness. 

Directions: Ask family and friends to make a small donation for each minute you read to support School on Wheels. Record their name, phone number, email and the amount they pledge per minute. At the end of the Read-A-Thon add up all the minutes you have read and put that number in the Total Minutes column. Multiply each pledge by the number of minutes to determine each donor’s total donation. The top line is an example. 
Reader’s Name_____________________________________   Teacher:________________________

	Donor Name
	Phone
	e-mail and home address
	Pledge per minute
	Total Minutes
	Total Donation

	Rhonda Reader (example)
	555-1234
	Rhonda@reading.com
25 Book St, Pageville
	$0.05
	500
	$25

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	









Reader’s Record: Use this record to keep track of the minutes you read to support School on Wheels. The more you read, the more you help children who are homeless get the supplies they need for school!

Reader’s Name_____________________________________   Teacher:________________________

	DATE
	Book Read
	Minutes

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	








Total Minutes:

__________________
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