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A Father Speaks  

My name is Norberto  and I am the proud 

father of Justin.  Upon  entering Harbour 

House Family Center in New Bedford the 

staff helped me to enroll my son in School 

on Wheels. Because of this program, I am 

able to see that there are people who care 

about education and making sure all   

children receive the assistance they need.  

When living in New York, the school   

system lacked programs and skills that 

are available here to promote the òNo 

Child Left Behind Act.ó School on Wheels 

has shown me that being homeless is not 

the end of the world and that there are     

people who want to help with our       

childrenõs education and provide support.  

At first this act of kindness did shock me.  

I am grateful for all their efforts to help 

my son. 

A Studentôs Perspective 

While attending School on Wheels, I 

created a bond with my tutor, Mark 

Fallon from UMass Dartmouth. During 

the sessions we looked over my progress 

reports together. If there was some-

thing wrong, he would talk to me about 

how to improve it and help me with 

homework.  I love reading and writing 

but math is my worst subject so Mark 

would practice with me by using flash 

cards.  Mark gave me math homework  

to keep practicing and it was a good 

thing for me.  

Most of the kids at Harbour House   

participate in School on Wheels so I 

made friends there too.  When Mark 

was absent, School on Wheels would 

replace him with another tutor to keep 

the  daily plan. Just like in school, if the  

teacher is absent, a sub comes in for the 

day.  School on Wheels is great at help-

ing homeless kids do better in school.        

Justin, age 13 

The mission of School on Wheels is to 

educate children impacted by 

homelessness by providing academic 

support and one -on-one mentoring so 

children can reach their full 

potential . 

A Tremendous Impact  

School on Wheels has had a tremendous 

impact on our families in the Harbour 

House Family Center.  The individual-

ized educational support is so wonderful, 

and necessary for kids of all ages. The 

children are so eager to meet with their 

tutor each week; it really eases their  

daily living in the shelter.  

Shelly Correia, Program Director  

Visit our website and sign up for our    

email newsletter!  

Talk to us!  

www.sowma.org  

Harbour House Family Center  



YOU MAKE THIS POSSIBLE  

Our First College 

Graduate  

My name is Nico 

Andrade and I am a 

proud graduate of  

Br idgewater  S ta te 

University with a degree 

in Psychology and a 

minor in Management. I 

was a mentor for the 

FAM for  Change 

Program on campus. I 

chose to be a mentor 

because everyone needs 

guidance at some point 

in their life; for support, 

encouragement, someone 

to listen to them and friendship. I had the chance to 

grow up with a huge amount of family support which 

motivates me to give back to others. For the future, I 

plan to help and give support to families in different 

communities. During my time in college, I had the 

chance to meet Cheryl and the other School on 

Wheels staff when my mother and sister were living 

in the Evelyn House. They were a great help to my 

family and me and so I devoted some of my time to 

tutor children in Brockton. I can't thank School on 

Wheels enough for what they have done for my 

family.    

 

Bridgewater Scholars Program  

Bridgewater State University is proud to unveil the 

Bridgewater Scholars Program.  Beginning its 

inaugural year this fall, the Bridgewater Scholars 

Program is designed to assist students who have 

demonstrated educational success and who are poised to 

make the most of the resources BSU has to offer.  

Potential scholars are referred from area agencies 

including SOWMA, who make recommendations to 

BSU.  Students go through the regular admissions 

process and are ranked and selected as Bridgewater 

Scholars, a distinction that grants them full financial 

support.  School on Wheels is honored to be partnering 

with Bridgewater State University as a nominating 

agency for the Bridgewater Scholars Program.  Two of 

our School on Wheels students, Nephthalie and Milca 

Paul, are the first to participate in the program.  

 

Sun Life Financial Rising Star  

School on Wheels college student Christophanie Julien attended the Sun Life 

Financial Rising Star National Summit in Miami and met her idol Venus  

Williams. Christophanie  was chosen as a Sun Life Rising Star and received 

a $5,000 college scholarship in addition to her trip to Miami for her commit-

ment to her education and community service.  School on Wheels was also 

chosen as a Rising Star winner and received a $50,000 grant to support their 

"College is Possible" program for their work with teens impacted by        

homelessness.   

Milca and Nephthalie proudly display their acceptance letters 

to Bridgewater State University.  

Christophanie with her idol Venus Williams 

in Florida with Rueben Bailey from City Year  

Nico graduated Bridgewater 

State University on May 14, 2011 

Nico, age 22 
òI always considered my education as the best way to 

have a better future tomorrow. But what I experienced 

in that shelter augmented my enthusiasm to reach my 

goals.ó          Milca, age 22 



Companies  Car ing fo r  K ids  Our  Numbers  

Companies Caring for Kids is a corporate partnership 

program that School on Wheels created to recognize 

the many ways in which the business community 

supports our efforts to educate children impacted by 

homelessness. 

Company contributions take many forms including:  

 

1. Cash donations  

2. Student scholarships  

3. In -kind goods and services  

4. Employee involvement programs  

5. Sponsorship of a School on Wheels event  

6. Organize a team for the Rodman Ride for Kids  

 

Contact Cheryl Opper for more information on how 

your company can get involved.  

Cheryl@sowma.org  508-587-9091 

 

Thank you to our Anchor Companies with  

donations of $10,000 or more.  

Backpack  Wish L is t  

Backpacks given out last summer         700 

Current Stock     150 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  
 

All backpacks must be NEW . Contact Dianne Sproul 

at  dianne@sowma.org to organize a school supply 

drive in your community.  

2010-2011: A School Year Of Accomplishments  

225 Community Volunteer Tutors Trained  

201 Students received one-on-one tutoring  

820 Brand new backpacks distributed  

6 New Tutoring Sites opened in 2010 -2011  

3 New Shelter Partners in Brockton, Norwell and New 

Bedford  

3 Brockton Elementary After -School Programs started 

to accommodate children living in area motels  

Boston Capital employees give back to students in need by   

donating new backpacks and stuffing them at their office with 

school supplies for School on Wheels students.  

Please see our Fall Annual Report  for a list of all        

donors for 2010 -2011. 

�x�� 1 in 50 American children will experience                

homelessness each year.  

�x�� The average age of a person experiencing               

homelessness in Massachusetts is 8 years old.  

�x�� The Massachusetts Department of Education      

estimates there are more than 50,000 children    

experiencing homelessness who are enrolled in our 

public schools.  

�x�� It is estimated that 12,000 Massachusetts high 

school students are impacted by homelessness; 

6,000 are unaccompanied youth (without parent/

guardian support).  

�x�� Up to 75% of high school students who have no         

permanent residence will drop out before          

graduation.  

Facts on Homelessness 

mailto:cheryl@sowma.org

